A Standard for the Flying Tippler?

FLYING TIPPLER
- Including head profiles ofa variety of strains

Back in 2010 Nino Bugeja, President of the CNTU, wrote a proposa or
rather a suggestion for the NTU council to consider, via Davey Warrener, a
long time and well respected member of that union, to perhaps amend Rule
13 to read only Tipplers be flown in NTU competitions. Nino had shown me
this letter and | thought it to be a slam dunk especially considering the NTU,
the oldest and well respected Tippler club, would be al over it, so to speak.
WEell the proposal was defeated by a vast mgjority of the members present.
The lack of concern was quite a surprise to me persondly in light of the
current confusion of what a Tippler iswith the Pakistani and Indian birds also
being referred to as such in many media. Some NTU council members even
remarked that there was no standard for the Flying Tippler.

WEell | thought about this statement long and hard concluding the assessment
is somewhat incorrect. | aways believed a tippler fancier could pick out a
genuine Tippler from a fake if he had to go by look alone. There are certain
characteristics that can only be found in tipplers. | also believed that we, the

Tippler fanciers, have asimilar ideal of what a tippler should look like and this being evident by just looking at
the different strains we posses today. Certainly there are sight differences as with any breed, but in general, the
overal look and conformation is not too far apart. That said, | made it my assignment over the last six months to
find as much evidence and proof that a standard, if only in our heads, does exist.

What the Tippler Should Be

| was going to provide factual evidence to disprove the blanket statement
which had no regard or afterthought as to consequence of the words and vote
result. So off | went in search for something concrete to back up my theory.
Right away | found something that told me | was on the right track. A
testimonial from an old NTU yearbook dated 1937 by no less than a NTU
member which described the English Flying Tippler as | aways thought
them to be. Well now | was absolutely sure. Mr Pownall, the author of the
article, described the Tippler beautifully and correctly.

Thisfirst piece of evidence gave me inspiration that | was in fact correct and
on the right track. | kept digging and found yet another piece of treasure
from the Pigeon Review, 1980 providing a number of sketches showing the
typical Flying Tippler standard presented as best as we can determine in the
1960s. By looking at the sketches it confirmed that tipplers did have a
standard even if it wasn't well known. The birds on the sketches look similar
to the very birds | own myself aswell asthe birds | have seen in various lofts

by W.H. Pownall (Aprl 1937)

Years ago Tipplers were mostly chucked, with dark flights and ils,
printed sbout the head and neck. Mot being bred for markings, some sirns
were more panted than ohers.  In face, some hinds were very heavily
marked or primed.  Others had the head and neck almost solid colour, with
white bodies. These were termed bell necks.  Some [nciers deche ha it
wis from the bell necks that greasies were produced.  There are abo duns
and dun prines, which are & very prety variety, and some are. marvelious
performers. These genemlly have pale or bom coloured beaks, and are of a
lnter production than the old fashioned lights. n lights, prints and gressics,
the darker flights and ks should shways predominate in the pure Flying
Tippler. In brocding Tipplers for flying it is advissble 10 mate the best fliers
mgether, imespective of coloor o murkings.

The flymg Tippler should be of medium s, similar 1 the LF, Timbiler,
short and cobby, with & broad chest, wedge shaped body, well tapering o
the il plenty of good soond feather, short, broad flights, with good quills
and plenty of webbing 10 well overlap when the wings we expanded. The
tudl shoald be close and compact, and should contain twelve feathers.  Hesd
mther small, when compared 1o the LF, Tumbler, with a nice even swesp
from front 1o beck, a shon black beak. nice white eye, and fine dark core;
Jegs just Jong encught 10 camy the wil well of the ground fast small und nes
and with logs of a rich coml red, free from feathers below the hock. It is nox
advisable 10 iy w0 moch stress on head, a5 body and feather are of most
mmpertunce, but the few points I mention give a nice finish,

To sum the Tippler up in & fow words, it shoubd be a neat, cobby limle
pigeon, of sprghtly appearance, with no exagseraed paints, and should be
micely baknced throughont. When i condition, it should be firm, but not
fat. An extmondinary ameunt of pleasme Gan be derived from the Tippler's
marvellows performances on e wing, while for beauty of plumage and
vaniety of markings. it can, give 2 stan 10 many of the fncy varieties.

In what 1 have said, T dont wish 10 pose a9 an muthority, and 1 have merly
cxpressed my opinion. | tnas it will be received in the same spirit 58 it has
heen writien.

and photos posted on numerous forums. Now | was really onto something and definitely confident those making

the statement really had no basis to make such an assumption

THE FLYING TIPPLER

other than a convenient excuse not to bother with such a
proposal because it came outside of their protected domain.

| was satisfied with what | managed to find and thought, good

enough! Well low and behold | stumbled onto the Holy Grail
(APJ,1971) that described the Flying Tippler standard in
complete detail and approved by a reputable association. |
have provided this document for your consideration so you
can make up your own mind whether there is a standard for
the English Flying Tippler, or not. Now before some critics
decide to pounce and say it is the show Tippler please do not
engage your bias ahead of definitive fact. This is a standard




for showing the Flying Tippler which is completely different
from showing the Show Tippler. We are talking about how to
judge a Flying Tippler in a show and not a show Tippler, an
entirely different breed. In fact, | do believe the NTU holds
annual shows of its own where it judges Flying Tipplers bred by
the NTU membership with NTU club rings. Thus, | ask
myself....how is it that we can have a Flying Tippler show and
not a standard?

THE FLYING TIPPLER

In afew short months | was able to find written testimonials by
actua fanciers, sketches of the same and finally the actual
documentation to back up my rhetoric. | am sure more is out
there if | kept digging but for me it is not necessary. | have all
the evidence needed to back up my statement - there is
absolutely a standard for the Flying Tippler. Sure performance is key, but with some parameter as to its
authenticity of long ago. So what did | hope to accomplish by this evidence? Not to embarrass or harass anyone
to submission but to show that the Tippler does have a standard and we should be proud and privileged to still
have that standard to work with. For unless we maintain some sort of order the very country that developed the
breed will not recognize its own masterpiece in afew short years. Luka Kapac

Official Standard for the Flying Tippler

As Approved by National Pigeon Association

Beauty Features pigeon, may be cut severely without disquali-

Head (3 Doints) — Small with refined fying.
shape and appointments, Gracefully rising Utility Features )
curve but mo frontal bulge. Rounded rather Condition (24 pointg) — Iard, firmly mus-
than angular, with slight flatness permitted cled. Light in weight for size. Clean and alert.
on top. Wings (12 points) — Stress 1m’pqrtance of
Neck (8 points) — Medium short, sharply gsecondaries. Broad flexible, overlapping feath-

tapered. Broad at shoulder, narrow @at head.
Tight and clean in fronf, no gullet.

. Eye (3 points) — The ‘“white”’ (*“pearl”,
“gravel”, ete.) type rather than the ‘‘color™
(vellow, orange, red, etc.) series is desired.

Cere (3 pointy) — Fine and dark,

Beak (3 points) — Stout and medium small.
Very dark.

Wattle (3 points) — Small, smooth and
white. y

Legs (3 points) Short, red, free of feath-
ers, Fairly wide-set with a rear placement.

Feet (3 points) — Small but strong. Red
with dark nails. High-heeled, up-on-the-toq
stance, o

Color and Pattern (3 mpoints) — In this
sporting breed less importance is afttached
to this category than to any other. With no
preference given to any color or pattern, cred-
it should be accorded the success evident in
apbroaching the pattern definition, and achiev.
ing richness of color,

Station (3 points) — Pronouncedly vertical
rather than horizontal. Head up and back.
More is to be expected of cocks in this
matter. ra

Expression (3 poinfs) — Smartness, eager-
ness, but not wildness should be dominant,
with no suggestion of dull lack of interest.
Total of points for Beauty features 33 points
Plus total of points for utilify feaures 66 points

Total 99 points

Cutting — Beauty features, having no great

direct effect upon the working ability of the

ers should be present, no gaps in the wings.
Flights should be color tipped, carried atop
the tail, and give every sign of strength, Top
line smooth and without “sail’”’.

Tail (6 points) — Notably narrow, but ca-
pable of great expansion. Strong but resilient
feathers, In entirety, small and light in
weight. Al feathers tipped with color.

Keel (6 points) — Shallow and long, for
a Tippler not a Homer. Coming quite close
to *“fork’ (vent end).

Fork (6 points) — Firm and close (to each
other and to keel).

Back (6 points) — Broad at the shoulders,
it tapers to @ trim, strong rump to achieve
the breed’s powerful wedge shape.

Chest (6 points) — Broad and capacious,
to accommbodate the heart and lungs of a
sporting pigeon, it should be big from side
to side rather than projecting forward.

Total points for TUtility features 66 points

Plus total points for beauty feaures 33 points

Total 99 points

Cutting — If any of the foregoing Utility
features are ‘‘cut’” to as low as 2/3 of the
maximum number of points that are alloted
to them (for example: 18 out of the 24 points
for condition) then disqualification is auto.
matic.

(From “Showing the Flying Tippler®’)

Note — Tt is desired that this be a Standard
of Perfection with 100 points, rather than a
Standard of Excellence with 99 points, the
needed “‘floating point” can be added to
“‘condition’’,




